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FOR IMM E D I A T E R E L E A S E:
JORN S TO M AK E HONO R A RY D EG R E E R E COMM END ATION S

CH A R L E S TON -- At t he regular meeting of t he Board of Governors Universi ties trustees T hursday at Nort heastern Illinois University, Eastern Illinois University
President David Jorns will see k approval to award honorary Doctor of Public
Service degrees to James Giffin of Charleston, Glenn Lefler of Gainsville, Fla., and
Joan Embery of San Diego, Calif.
If approved, Giffin and Lefler will receive their honorary degrees at the
university's May 14 commencement ceremony and

�mbery at

the August 7

graduation.
A committee recommended the three for honorary degrees pased on
nominations from faculty and others. Selection is based on one's accomplishments
in education, public service, research, humanities, business, or the professions at
the state or national level, or contributions to the Board of Governors Universities
system, Eastern, or hig her education.
Giffin, EIU professor emeritus, was nominated for his service to the universi ty, community and profession. His 35-year career wit h t he university included that
-more -
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of faculty member in the business education department and later chairman;
founding dean of the Lumpkin College of Business, a position he held for 1 2 years;
and faculty member in the management and marketing department.
The 1940 Eastern graduate chartered the local chapter of Delta Mu Delta
national honorary fraternity in business and served as its national president from
1980 to 1983. Among his many honors from Eastern are the Livingston C. Lord
Distinguished Service Award and the College of Business Distinguished Faculty
Award and recognition as a life member of the President's Club.
Through his philanthropic activities, Eastern students have been awarded
scholarships to pursue careers in business and in business education.
In the community, Giffin has been involved in the Charleston Chamber of
Commerce and Charleston public schools, among other organizations.
Lefler, who will be honored for his contributions to the field of physics, also
spent most of his career in higher education at Eastern, where he served as chair
of the physics department from 1950 until his retirement in 1970.
During his chairmanship, he contributed to the growth of the department
from two to eleven faculty members and developed and maintained a quality
physics program for undergraduate and graduate students.
He is known locally and in the state and nation for his work in physics
through his involvement in professional organizations. He also visited more than 20
foreign universities, frequently giving seminars to staff and students.
-more-
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His 4 1-year career in physics was highlighted when Eastern's physics
department and alumni established a scholarship in his name.
Lefler has been active in Rotary International, serving as president of his
local club and as district governor.
Embery is being recognized for her wor k with the San Diego Zoo and her
continuing concern for animals. Respected as an authority on rare and exotic
animals as well as domestic animals, she conducts research, has published and has
developed a computer workboo k on dogs.
She has appeared on national television and has been involved with media
programs promoting animal and environmental issues. She serves as national
spokesperson for several organizations.
After earning a Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts degree from Eastern,
she has been a strong university supporter and a spokesperson for this nontradi
tional degree program. She is the recipient of an E IU Outstanding Alumnus Award.
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